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Home  » News » ‘I feel safer flying than driving’ says German physicist on odyssey around the globe 
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EF GHI JKLKK HM NO PQRS TUV TKJW GXYO FXY IZ[\IYHFY] HZ]^]H_F RYH`F ZOFN FXY N`YO IaZYI _]NM bZYR\

cNRFYOHQ HZ]`N]F ZO FXY ^H`ZFHR ON]FXY]O dY]MHO _YeY]HR IFHFY N_ f^XRYIGZg\cNRIFYZOV IZgOHRZOg FXY

MNMYOFNQI hFHaY N__i N_ H jK\eHS `RQI H]NQOe\FXY\gRNkY NeSIIYS N_ XZIFN]Z^ IZgOZ_Z^HO^YL

 

EO HO ZOFY]lZYG GZFX mXY fQOeHS EIRHOe HF FXY ^NRNOZHR dHRRY nH^Y cNFYRV GXY]Y FXY FGN eH]ZOg

HelYOFQ]Y]I IFHSYe eQ]ZOg FXYZ] IXN]F IFN`\NlY] ZO oNRNMkNV pHXN]IaS YOFXQIYe FXHF ZO `ZRNFZOg H

IMHRRY] `RHOY qGY IFH]F IYYZOg FXY GN]Re HOe ZFI kYHQFS _]NM H eZ__Y]YOF `Y]I`Y^FZlYL nRSZOg H IQ^X

HO HZ]^]H_F H]NQOe FXY GN]ReV FXY ^XHRRYOgY ZI FN ^NOrQY] eZIFHO^YqL

 

EOF]NeQ^ZOg bH]kH^X HI HO qY]IFGXZRY _]ZYOe HOe Y[`Y]ZYO^Ye `ZRNF GZFX MHOS H^^NM`RZIXMYOFIqV

FXY ]YONGOYe I^ZYOFZIFV GXN eYlYRN`Ye FXY ^NO^Y`F N_ fZRlY]nHIFV IMZRYe qZF XHI kYYO H _HI^ZOHFZOg

sNQ]OYS FNgYFXY]qL

 

tu vXHF H]Y gRNkHR eYIFZOHFZNOI ^NlY]Ye IN _H] IZO^Y FXY wZ`Y] xHRZkQ OHMYe hf`Z]ZF N_ bZYRi FNNa N__

_]NM FXY yHRFZ^ fYH HZ]`N]Fz

 

pHXN]IaSu {Q] _Z]IF IFN`\NlY] GHI ZO |Qk]NONlZa }o]NHFZH~ _]NM GXY]Y GY _RYG H RNOg RYg FN

cQ]gXHeH }�gS`F~ HOe _]NM FXHF `NZOF H^]NII FXY �]HkZ^ eYIY]F FN �R �ZO }���~V xQI^HF }{MHO~

HOe FXYO FN m]ZlHOe]QM NO FXY FZ` N_ EOeZHV _NRRNGYe kS H NOY\XNQ] XN` FN oNRNMkNL

 

n]NM f]Z �HOaHV GY GZRR kY XYHeZOg FN wXQaYF }mXHZRHOe~ HOe FXYO _RS H^]NII FN fZOgH`N]YV yHRZ

}EOeNOYIZH~V |H]GZO }�m �QIF]HRZH~V yS]NO yHS }�fv �QIF]HRZH~ HOe �N]_NRa EIRHOeL n]NM FXHF

eYIFZOHFZNOV GY FHaY GZOg FN FXY wH^Z_Z^ NO H RNOg _RZgXF FN mH_QOHV �MY]Z^HO fHMNHV oNNaI EIRHOe

HOe FXY]YH_FY] lZIZF FXY _HMNQI ZIRHOe N_ yN]H yN]H ZO n]YO^X wNRSOYIZH _NRRNGYe kS H FNQ^X eNGO

HF mNFYgYgZY HZ]`N]F HRIN ZO n]YO^X wNRSOYIZHL

 

mXY FHaY\N__ _]NM FXY]Y GZRR F]HOIRHFY ZOFN H RNOgY] sNQ]OYS NlY] wZF^HZ]O EIRHOeI }MHeY _HMNQI kS

IYH_H]Y] oH`FHZO oNNa~ FN �HIFY] EIRHOe }� oXZRYHO ZIRHOe ZO FXY INQFXYHIFY]O wH^Z_Z^ {^YHOV HF FXY

INQFXYHIFY]O MNIF `NZOF N_ FXY wNRSOYIZHO m]ZHOgRY ZO {^YHOZH~L mXY OY[F IFN`\NlY] GZRR kY

�NkZOINO o]QINY EIRHOe }oXZRY~V GXZ^X GZRR kY _NRRNGYe kS H IXN]FY] _RZgXF FN fHOFZHgN }xYF]N`NRZFHO

�YgZNOV oXZRY~V HOe FXYO MNlY NO FN oHRRNHV oQI^N HOe �H�^H ZO wY]Q HOe FXY]YNO FN �H wH�

}yNRZlZH~V �]gYOFZOHV �ZN eY PHOYZ]N }y]H�ZR~V �Y^Z_Y }y]H�ZR~V |HaH] }fYOYgHR~V f`HZOV wN]FQgHRV

n]HO^Y HOe kH^a FN dY]MHOSL

 

tu EI FXZI SNQ] _Z]IF H]NQOe\FXY\GN]Re F]Z`z

 

�YIV E HM HRIN H _RSZOg �NFH]ZHOL yNFX bH]kH^X HOe E XHlY `]N_YIIZNOHR `ZRNF RZ^YOIYIL EF XHI kYYO

GNOeY]_QR FN lZIZF INMY kYHQFZ_QR `RH^YI HOe HRIN MYYF GZFX `YN`RYV ZO^RQeZOg NFXY] _RSZOg

�NFH]ZHOI ZO eZ__Y]YOF ^NQOF]ZYIL E HRIN FHaY FXY N``N]FQOZFS FN MYYF GZFX ^QIFNMY]I N_ MS

^NM`HOS H^]NII �Q]N`YV fNQFX �MY]Z^H HOe FXY �MY]Z^HIL

 

tu vXHF ZOI`Z]Ye SNQ FN QOeY]FHaY FXZI MZIIZNOz

 

E XHlY eNOY MHOS m]HOI �FRHOFZ^ _RZgXFIL E XHlY _RNGO FN HRR FXY �MY]Z^HI HOe oH]ZkkYHO NO RNOg

_RZgXFI HOe E ^NOIZeY]Ye ZF H ^XHRRYOgY FN _RS FN FXY wH^Z_Z^L fN FXY kNFX N_ QI FNNa Q` FXY ^XHRRYOgY

HOe YMkH]aYe NO FXZI sNQ]OYSL

 

tu |NOiF SNQ ^NOIZeY] _RSZOg ]ZIaSz

 

E _YYR IH_Y] _RSZOg FXHO e]ZlZOgL xS kZggYIF _YH] ZI FXHF NO FXY GHS FN FXY HZ]`N]FV INMYkNeS e]ZlZOg

GXZRY XZgX NO HR^NXNR N] e]QgI GZRR ]HM ZOFN MS ^H]L nRSZOg ZIV kS _H]V FXY IH_YIF MNeY N_ F]HOI`N]FL

 



vZFX IN`XZIFZ^HFYe FY^XONRNgSV _RSZOg ZO MNeY]O HZ]^]H_F ZI lY]S IH_Y FNeHSL �kNH]e NQ] HZ]^]H_FV GY

XHlY H IHFYRRZFY `XNOY RZOaYe FN FXY GYHFXY] ISIFYMV FGN dwf GZFX H^^YII FN ZO_N]MHFZNO YlYO NO

FY]]HZOL vXZRY _RSZOg RNGV H MNQOFHZO MHS ONF kY lZIZkRYV kQF FXY FY]]HZO GH]OZOg ISIFYM XYR`I QI

FN ^RZMk XZgXY]L mXY]Y GHI H FZMY GXYO HZ]^]H_F ^]HIXYe NO FN MNQOFHZOIV kQF GZFX OYG

FY^XONRNgSV MNeY]O HZ]^]H_F H]Y ONG ^NM`RYFYRS IH_YL vXZRY _RSZOgV GY IYY FXY kZg `Z^FQ]YL

 

mXY]YiI HRIN H F]H^aZOg ISIFYML vY ONG XHlY HO ZwHe QORZaY YH]RZY] GXYO `H`Y] ^XH]FI XHe FN kY

]YMNlYe YlY]S �K eHSIL mXY Y[FYOIZlY MH` MHFY]ZHR `]NlZeYI FXY OY^YIIH]S N]ZYOFHFZNO ZO FXY

YlYOF N_ H `NIIZkRY _HZRQ]Y N_ FXY YRY^F]NOZ^ OHlZgHFZNO eYlZ^YIL vY FHRa FN FXY xYFL fY]lZ^Y HOe

Q`eHFY NQ]IYRlYI NO GYHFXY] HOe GZOe ^NOeZFZNOI HOe GY aONG GXY]Y FXY FXQOeY]IFN]MI H]YL

 

nRSZOg ZI IH_Y kY^HQIY YlY]SFXZOg ZI ^NOF]NRRYe HOe ^XY^aYeL mHaY\N__ HOe RHOeZOg ZI FXY ^]ZFZ^HR

`XHIY eNOY MHOQHRRSL vXZRY ^]QZIZOgV HQFN _RSZOg ZI IGZF^XYe NOL �lYO GZFX `NN] lZIZkZRZFS ZO

HelY]IY GYHFXY] ^NOeZFZNOIV H IH_Y RHOeZOg ^HO kY eNOY HI FXY EOIF]QMYOF �HOeZOg fSIFYM ZI QIYe

FN gQZeY HZ]^]H_F HRNOg FXY H[ZI N_ FXY ]QOGHSL mXY wZ`Y] xHRZkQ ZI HRIN YrQZ``Ye GZFX H eYZ^ZOg

ISIFYMV HI NFXY]GZIYV FXY `RHOY GZRR _HRR N__ FXY IaS Z_ ZF `Z^aI Q` FNN MQ^X Z^Y ZO FXY ^RNQeIL

 

tu�NQ] HZ]^]H_F ZI H IZ[\IYHFY]L �]Y SNQ `Y]MZFFYe FN ^H]]S HOS `HIIYOgY]Iz

 

vY ^HO ^H]]SV MHS kY H _HMZRS MYMkY]V kQF ONkNeS ^HO kY H^^NMMNeHFYe NO H ^NMMY]^ZHR kHIZIL

mXY GYZgXF N_ FXY `HIIYOgY]I ZI N__IYF _N] _QYRL mXY HZ]^]H_F XHI FX]YY _QYR FHOaI FN YOIQ]Y ^H`H^ZFS

eQ]ZOg RNOg _RZgXF eZIFHO^YIL nN] IMHRR HOe ]YMNFY HZ]`N]FIV HlZHFZNO _QYR ZI N]eY]Ye Y[F]H HOe YH]RS

kY^HQIY ZF ZI ONF NO IFN^a FXY]YL � _QYR FYIFY] `]NlZeYe kS �OFNO wHH] _N] FXZI Y[`YeZFZNO YOIQ]YI

FXY rQHRZFS N_ FXY _QYRV GXZ^XV HF FZMYIV ^NQRe kY ^NOFHMZOHFYeL

 

tuvXS eZe SNQ N`F _N] H �f\MHeY wZ`Y] xHRZkQ _N] FXZI Y[`YeZFZNO H]NQOe FXY gRNkYz

 

mXZI MNeYR ZI lY]S GYRR IQZFYe _N] FXY GN]Re ]NQOeZOg F]Z` eQY FN ZFI lY]S RNG _QYR ^NOIQM`FZNO HI

FXY HZ]^]H_F XHI H RYHO YOgZOYL

 

tu cZFFZOg kZ]eI ZO _RZgXF ZI H FX]YHF HZ]^]H_F YO^NQOFY]LLLL

 

�YIV YI`Y^ZHRRS eQ]ZOg FHaY\N__ N] RHOeZOg E ]YMYMkY] MS HZ]^]H_F XZFFZOg H IYHgQRR HF NOY `NZOFV kQF

FXY kZ]e sQIF IRZe N__ FXY GZOeI^]YYO GZFXNQF ZO^ZeYOFL fMHRRY] `RHOYI _RS HF H ]YRHFZlYRS RNG HRFZFQeY

FXHO ^NMMY]^ZHR HZ]^]H_FV GXZ^X HF FZMYIV _RS HF HO HRFZFQeY N_ HkNQF �KVKKK _YYFL �F FXHF HRFZFQeYV

FXY HZ] ZI FXZOOY] HOe FXYS IHlY NO _QYR HI H ]YIQRFL

 

{O FXZI FNQ]V GY XHlY H FHZR GZOe GZFX FXY GZOe `]YeNMZOHOFRS kRNGZOg _]NM FXY GYIFL mXZI MHaYI

FXY HZ]^]H_F RZgXFY] HOe FXY]Y ZI RYII _QYR ^NOIQM`FZNOL {O RNOg RYgIV GY INMYFZMYI YO^NQOFY] H

q`NZOF N_ ON ]YFQ]OqL mXY]Y H]Y GZOe ^XHOgYI HOe HO QOY[`Y^FYe XYHeGZOe GNQRe MHaY QI eY^ZeY

GXYFXY] FN ^NOFZOQY N] ]YFQ]OL

 

tu EI FXY]Y HOS I`Y^ZHR IZgOZ_Z^HO^Y ZO RHQO^XZOg FXZI F]Z` H]NQOe FXY GN]Re _]NM FXY yHRFZ^ ^ZFS N_

bZYRz

 

mXHF GHI GXY]Y E GHI kN]O HOe k]YeL xS ^NM`HOS �HIY]fN_F EMHgZOgiI XYHerQH]FY]I ZI HRIN

IZFQHFYe FXY]YV GXZ^X ZI FXY ^H`ZFHR N_ FXY MNIF ON]FXY]O dY]MHO _YeY]HR IFHFY N_ f^XRYIGZg\

cNRIFYZOL bZYR ZI HRIN aONGO HI FXY �Q]N`YHO IHZRZOg ^ZFS GZFX ZOFY]OHFZNOHR HOOQHR IHZRZOg YlYOFIL

 

tu cNG GNQRe SNQ eYI^]ZkY ZMMZg]HFZNO ^RYH]HO^Y NO H]]ZlHR ZO f]Z �HOaHz

 



EF GHI IMNNFX HOe YHISL mXY ZMMZg]HFZNO GHI _HIF HOe FXY]Y GY GY]Y IZFFZOg ZO FXY FH[Z NO NQ]

GHS FN FXY XNFYR ZO ON FZMYL �ORZaY ZO m]ZlHOe]QMV GY _YRF FXY HFMNI`XY]Y ZO f]Z �HOaH GHI

IMNNFXY]L EOeZH XHI NOY N_ FXY MNIF Y[FYOIZlY kQ]YH^]H^ZYI ZO FXY GN]ReL nZlY SYH]I HgNV E GHI ZO

�RRHXHkHe HOe oXYOOHZV GXY]Y FXY kQ]YH^]H^S GHI NQF]HgYNQIL

 

tu vXHF H]Y SNQ] ZM`]YIIZNOI N_ f]Z �HOaHz

 

mXZI ZI MS _Z_FX lZIZF FN FXZI HMH�ZOg ^NQOF]SL mXY RHIF FZMY E GHI XY]Y GHI JK SYH]I HgNL EF ZI HRIN

ZM`N]FHOF FXHF E `RH^Y NO ]Y^N]e MS IQ``N]F GZFX H eNOHFZNO ^HRR NO |]L �YZsOFsYiI f^XNNR _N] FXY

|YH_ HF �HGHFHGHFFYV xN]HFQGHV GXZ^X XHI kYYO lY]S eYH] FN MY IZO^Y MS _Z]IF lZIZF FN f]Z �HOaHL

mXY I^XNNR MHaYI H lHRQHkRY ^NOF]ZkQFZNO HOe eYIY]lYI _QRR IQ``N]FL EF YOIQ]YI FXHF eYH_ SNQOg

GNMYO gYF HO YeQ^HFZNO FXHF MHaYI ZF `NIIZkRY _N] FXYM FN YH]O FXYZ] RZlYRZXNNeL EO FXY `HIFV E

eNOHFYe H I^HOOY] HOe IN_FGH]Y FN FXY f^XNNRL

 

tu �_FY] HRR FXY IF]YOQNQI GN]aV GXHF MHaYI SNQ ]YRH[z

 

xYeZFHFZNOL EF XYR`I QI FN QIY NQ] _QRR `NFYOFZHRL E XHlY kYYO H FYH^XY] N_ MYeZFHFZNO _N] MHOS

SYH]IL E HM HRIN F]HZOYe ZO SNgHL mXY _QFQ]Y _N^QI ZI NO k]HZO FY^XONRNgS � GN]aZOg GZFX

^NM`QFY]IV ZOIF]QMYOFI HOe YrQZ`MYOF QIZOg FXY k]HZOL xYeZFHFZNO XYR`I QI FN IFHS ^HRM HOe HI H

]YIQRF GY kY^NMY MN]Y Y__Z^ZYOF HOe MHaY RYII MZIFHaYIL

 

EO XZI kRNg }XFF`u��GGGL�HXN]IaSLOYF~V pHXN]IaS IHSI NO FXY YlY N_ XZI eY`H]FQ]Y _]NM oNRNMkNu

nZOHRRSV FXY FHOaI H]Y _QRR HOe GY ^HO YOFY] FXY HZ]^]H_FL E HIa _N] FXY IFH]F\Q` ^RYH]HO^Y HOe GY

^HO IGZF^X NO ^RZMHFY ^NOF]NRL mXY _RZgXF `RHO ZI HO YHIS NOYu eY`H]FQ]Y NlY] �QOGHS TT HOe H RY_F

FQ]O FNGH]eI �Z]GHS �j�� GXZ^X FXYO RYHeI QI IF]HZgXF HXYHe _]NM FXY GYIF FN FXY YHIF ^NHIF N_

f]Z �HOaH HOe NlY] FXY N`YO IYH eZ]Y^FRS FNGH]eI wXQaYFV mXHZRHOeL

 

�_FY] FXY _RZgXF GHI HZ]k]NOYV XY ONFYIu qvY ^RZMk FN NQ] F]HlYR HRFZFQeY J�LKKK_FV kQF XHlY H ]HFXY]

RNG F]HlYR I`YYe }d]NQOeI`YYe~ N_ J�K aONFI eQY FN H kZF N_ XYHeGZOeL �_FY] NOY XNQ] N_ _RZgXFV E

IYY FXY FYM`Y]HFQ]Y N_ ^SRZOeY] j ]ZIZOg FNGH]eI �KK eYg]YY nHX]YOXYZFL yS ^XHOgZOg FXY

`Y]_N]MHO^Y HOe FXY RYHOV ZLYL kS MHaZOg FXY MZ[ RYHOY]V E ^HO aYY` FYM`Y]HFQ]Y kYRNG �KK

eYg]YYL mXZI RYHeI FN RYII `Y]_N]MHO^Y HOe RYII g]NQOeI`YYeV GXZ^X E eNOiF RZaY HF HRRL E eZI^QII

FXY rQYIFZNO GXYFXY] GY IXNQRe ]YFQ]O FN oNRNMkN GZFX MS ^N\`ZRNF bH]RV GXN ^NOlZO^YI MY FN

IYFFRY eNGO IZO^Y YlY]SFXZOg ZI GZFXZO FXY RZMZFIL EO FXY ^NQ]IY N_ FXY _RZgXFV FXY FYM`Y]HFQ]Y N_

^RSZOeY] j gYFI MN]Y IFHkRY HOe GY YlYO XHlY H kYFFY] g]NQOeI`YYe N_ J�K\JjK aONFIL

 

qvY XHlY FN HOONQO^Y NQ] `NIZFZNO YlY]S ONG HOe FXYO \ ON `]NkRYM HI RNOg HI GY H]Y ZO ]HeZN

]HOgYL �HFY]V GY QIY NQ] IHFYRRZFY `XNOY GZFX oXYOOHZ �HeZNL E IQeeYORS IYY FXHF Z^Y ZI IFH]FZOg FN

^NlY] NQ] _]NOF IXZYRe HOe FXHF FXY �Z]I`YYe ZI gNZOg eNGOL �RR N_ H IQeeYOV FXY `]N`YRRY] IFH]FI FN

MHaY ]XSFXMZ^ INQOeIL �_FY] kYZOg `Q��RYe _N] H IXN]F MNMYOF \ qGXHFiI FXHFzqL vY IGZF^X N__ FXY

HQFN `ZRNF HOe bH]R FHaYI NlY] XHOe ^NOF]NRL � RNNa kH^a ]YlYHRI FXHF FXY IXN]F GHlY HOFYOOH ZI Z^S

HOe lZk]HFYI IF]NOgRSL

 

qE IFH]F FXY `]N`YRRY] XYHFZOg HOe FXY XQkkQk ZI NlY] rQZ^aRSL {Q] `Y]_N]MHO^Y IFHSI MYeZN^]Y

ONOYFXYRYIIL vY gN ZOFN eYI^YOF GZFXNQF ZO_N]MZOg �mo \ GY ^HOiF MHaY ^NOFH^F \ HOe eZlY `HIF

INMY ^QMQRQI IFN]MI eNGO FN J�VKKK_F HOe FXY IZFQHFZNO YHIYIL mXY Z^Y MYRFIL �NG GY ^HO gYF H

]YRHZI FN �mo FX]NQgX HO HZ]RZOY] FXHF _RZYI HF HO HRFZFQeY N_ �jVKKK_F HkNlY QI HOe ^HO ]Y`N]F FXHF

GY XHe FN gN eNGO FN J�VKKK_F eQY FN Z^ZOgL

 

qmXY ]YIF N_ FXY _RZgXF ]QOI IMNNFXRS HOe GY `HII FXY �OeHMHO EIRYI GXY]Y GY ^HO MHaY ^NOFH^F

GZFX ��xw�� �moL EO FXY MYHOFZMYV FXY IQO XHI IYF HOe ZF ZI eH]aL vY H``]NH^X wXQaYF HOe GY

XYH] NO �mEf FXHF �QOGHS TT GZFX E�f ZI N`Y]HFZlY HOe INNO GY IYY FXY RZgXFI N_ mXHZRHOe ^NHIF



H``YH] HXYHe N_ QIL mXY IGYYFV _]ZYOeRS lNZ^Y N_ HO �mo ^NOF]NRRY] HOONQO^YI FXHF GY XHlY ^NMY

FN mXHZRHOe�

 

qcHlZOg MHeY ZF FN FXY g]NQOeV GY ]NRR HRNOg FXY RHOeZOg IF]Z` HOeV H_FY] RYHlZOg ZFV H]Y `HIIYe FN

d]NQOe GXZ^X gQZeYI QI FN H xH]IXHRRY] HOe NQ] `H]aZOg `NIZFZNOL vYiRR XHlY ^SRZOeY] IZ[ ^XY^aYe

HOe FXY NZR ^XHOgYe kY_N]Y GY IFH]F _N] fZOgH`N]YqL

 

mXY OY[F IFN`\NlY] N_ FXY wZ`Y] xHRZkQV GXZ^X FNQ^XYe eNGO ZO fZOgH`N]YV GZRR kY yHRZV EOeNOYIZHL


